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EXPLANATORY NOTE
It is well-settled that the right to freedom of expression shall not be abridged. Such freedom is much more manifested indeed in the field of motion picture and television program.

It is in the country’s experience, however, that the present Movie and Television Review and Classification Board (MTRCB), in the fulfillment of its duties, often violates or curtails this constitutionally guaranteed freedom. There have been many incidents of films and television programs that were censored or slapped with an “X” rating due to its critical political or social content. Likewise, many artistic films have been censored or banned due to the MTRCB’s myopic and mechanical application of its classification criteria.

Thus, to ensure that freedom of expression shall continue to be protected and promoted in the realm of motion picture and television program, fundamental measures must be put in place in order to avoid any curtailment thereof.

This proposed measure shall establish a Movie and Television Classification Board (MTCB), which shall replace the existing MTRCB. The function of such agency shall be confined only to the classification of motion pictures and television programs, and other matters related therefore. The MTCB shall not be authorized to censor or modify or absolutely ban any motion picture.

This proposed measure shall likewise ensure that those who have the qualifications, expertise and skills shall be the ones responsible in the classification of motion pictures and television programs.
To significantly lessen, if not prevent, any abuse of discretion on the part of the MTCB in the classification of any material, clear and specific and reasonable standards shall be used and applied in the performance of such duty, namely, the well-settled “Miller doctrine” and the “clear and present danger rule.”
This proposed measure likewise recognizes the right of institutions and establishments exercising academic and cultural freedoms to continue publicly showing any material free from any involvement of the MTCB as regards classification and permit therefore. This is necessary in order to provide a climate of expression free from any restraint in the dissemination of ideas.
Finally, as far as practicable and when the circumstances so warrant, the bill aims to sanction the eventual self-regulation of motion pictures and television shows. We believe that the members of the industry are mature and responsible, and should be supported in their effort to regulate themselves. Also, we believe that we have a mature, politicized and critical audience who should be allowed the freedom of choice without prior censorship. We hope that the future MTCB will work together with artistic, cultural and educational institutions in crafting arts and culture policies that promote independent and critical thought serving the needs of a nation in crisis towards a path of genuine development. 
It is in this light that the approval of this measure is urgently sought.
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