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and LUZVIMINDA ILAGAN 

RESOLUTION URGING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES THROUGH THE
 
COMMITTEES ON WOMEN AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO CONDUCT AN
 

IMMEDIATE INQUIRY INTO THE ALLEGED INCIDENTS OF TRAFFICKING OF
 
WOMEN FROM CENTRAL LUZON TO SANDAKAN, MALAYSIA Al~D
 

RECOMMEND MEASURES TO ADDRESS THE PLIGHT OF VICTIMS
 

WHEREAS, the recognition of human rights is a valuable tenet in the 1987 Philippine 
Constitution which states: "the State values the dignity of every human person and guarantees 
full respect for human rights" (Article II, Section II); 

WHEREAS, the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003 penalizes trafficking of persons 
especially women and minors for sex and prostitution, institutes policies and establishes 
mechanisms to prevent the proliferation of trafficking; 

WHEREAS, the Philippine government is a signatory to the Convention on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women which guarantees the rights and welfare of women; 

WHEREAS, on June 18, 2008 the Philippine Daily Inquirer reported incidents of trafficking of 
women for sex and prostitution from Pampanga to Sandakan, Malaysia via the Diosdado 
Macapagal International Airport in Pampanga; 

WHEREAS, the same report quoted data from the Ing Makababaying Aksyon (lMA) 
Foundation which documented the trafficking of at least five (5) women who were brought to 
Sandakan, Malaysia and rescued last year; 

WHEREAS, the victims were recruited and promised work as waitresses but were instead raped 
and brought to a brothel in Sandakan, Malaysia; 

WHEREAS, the victims reported that at least 200 more Filipino women, mostly from Pampanga 
and other Central Luzon provinces remain in the brothel; 

WHEREAS, victims are usually brought back to the Philippines via backdoor ports in 
Zamboanga; 

WHEREAS, the perpetrators remain free despite facing charges while the trafficking of women 
continues to this day; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives through the 
Committees on Women and Foreign Affairs conduct an immediate inquiry into the alleged 
incidents of trafficking of women from Central Luzon to Sandakan, Malaysia and recommend 
measures to address the plight of victims. 
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