


WHEREAS, on September 5-7, 2007, a fact-finding mission was conducted by
concerned government agencies and non-government ocganizations to
investigate and gather data relative to the case. The team was composed of
representatives from government agencies, Commission on Human Rights
(CHR), Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), Department of
Heaith (DOH), Office of Presidential Affairs on Peace Process (OPAPP),
representatives from various non-government organization and chitdren’s rights
advocates Children’s Rehabilitation Center (CRC), and local NGO, BALAY;

WHEREAS, the team was able to talk with one of the adults who were also
arrested along with the 8 minors and was able to get facts that were not reported
in the PDI article. Along with the 8 minors are a 19 year-old and a 23 year old
young women;

WHEREAS, according to the 19 year old young woman, at about 2:00 AM, she
was awaken by a loud noise from an approaching chopper. She ignored the
noise since it is usual for them to hear noises at dawn. Few minutes later, 4
marines, carrying M186 riffies, barged into their house. The marines allegediy
raided their house and beat her father, accusing him as a certain Omar Patek, an
Abu Sayyaf leader;

WHEREAS, when all of the members of their household were brought outside,
she learned that three more houses were also being raided by the armed men
and one of their neighbor, like her father, is allegedly accused as Abu Sulayman;

WHEREAS, they were brought to Camp Teodulo Bautista at around 2:00 p.m.
According to the young woman, she saw 5 U.S soldiers roaming around the
camp. They were interrogated by Filipino soldiers, forcing them to speak of what
they knew about their father's activities. The soldiers allegedly threatened them
that they would be killed if they did not cooperate with the military;

WHEREAS, the 19 year old woman, saw the children aged 4-16 heavily
interrogated by the soldiers;

WHEREAS, the PDI report confirmed the woman’s statement by guoting one of
the victims that a jungle knife was pointed at their necks, including those of the 6-
and 4-year-old children. The soldiers were wearing bonnet masks. The children
were asked where the guns of their fathers were, and were told to dig their own

graves;

WHEREAS, according to the young woman, she and the 23 years old, were
sexually harassed. One of the soldiers frequently followed her to the restroom but
luckily, one of the children also accompanied her every time she needed to go to
the comfort room;

WHEREAS, after long hours of interrogations, they were freed the following day
at 5:00 p.m. Their fathers, who were accused of being members of Abu Sayyaf
and were badly beaten, were freed at 11:00 p.m. the same day;

WHEREAS, after the release of the children and women, they were taken into
custody by Mr. Temojen Tulawie of the Consortium of Bangsamoro Civil Society
(CBCC) and turned over to Gov. Abdusakur Tan a day after the arrest;

WHEREAS, according to the report, Maj. Gen. Reuben Rafael of Task Force
Comet and Brig. Gen. Ruperto Pabustan, Joint Special Operations Force (JSOF)
commander denied the allegations. However, Rafael confirmed that there were
arrests during the implementation of a gun ban in the province, but that those
arrested were only interrogated and released later;






